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The Hon Steven Ciobo MP, Australia’s Minister of Trade, Tourism and Investment, has agreed to lead a brief Trade Mission to 
Italy of all Italian chambers of Commerce in Australia. 

The Trade Mission will begin in Rome on Tuesday 15th May and conclude in Milan on Thursday evening 17th May. 

Anyone interested in considering their participation in this Trade Mission should write directly to the President of ICCI (Qld), 
Commendatore the Hon Santo Santoro at president@icci.com.au  

 

ICCI (Qld) held its Annual General Meeting on Monday 26th March 2018 during which the President of the Chamber, 
Commendatore the Hon. Santo Santoro and the Treasurer of the Chamber, Noe Vicca, outlined the Chamber’s achievements 
during 2017 and the challenges that it faced. 
 
The Board for 2018 was elected and consists of: 
 
Comm. the Hon. Santo Santoro – President                       Mr. Tino Arquilla                                            Mr. Peppi Bueti 
Cav. Adj Professor Phillip Di Bella – Vice-President           Mr. Mike Pappalardo                                    Mr. John Robertson  
Mr. Noe Vicca – Treasurer                                                      Mr. Paolo Betti                                               Mr. Peter Keyte  
Mr. Salvatore Gerbino                                                             Mr. Philip Gray                                               Cav. Filippo D’Arro 
 
The President of ICCI (Qld) thanked all members of the incoming board for their willingness to serve and assist the Chamber 

achieve its objectives for 2018. 

 

 

The ICCI (Qld) Board for 2018 with Dr. Ludovico Camussi the Italian Consul for Queensland and the Northern Territory. 

ICCI (Qld) 2018 Annual General Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICCI (Qld) to participate in Join Chambers of Commerce Trade Mission to Italy 
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LA SCALA IS COMING TO AUSTRALIA 

Queensland Performing Arts Centre presents 
Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company 

7-18 November 2018 
First time in Australia | Only in Brisbane 

 

During the last six years, I have been working with a tight knit team from QPAC to help secure a tour of La Scala to Australia – 

more specifically and exclusively to Queensland. This team has been led by the indefatigable CEO of QPAC, Cavaliere John Kotzas, 

and supported by the board of QPAC and the Queensland Government.  

It’s now confirmed that Italy’s celebrated Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company will perform for the first time ever in Australia – and 

only in Brisbane – as part of QPAC’s International Series. La Scala Ballet will perform two iconic productions, both much loved 

and stunning works – Rudolf Nureyev’s Don Quixote, and the haunting Giselle. 

ICCI (Qld) will be working closely with QPAC in the lead up to the tour to maximize the involvement of the Italo Australian 

community of Australia in their special project.  

Comm. The Hon Santo Santoro 

President of ICCI (Qld) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qpac.com.au/lascala/presale?utm_source=ICCIQLD&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=lascala
https://qpac.com.au/lascala/presale?utm_source=ICCIQLD&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=lascala


 

 

  

MEDIA RELEASE 

ANOTHER BALLET COUP FOR QUEENSLAND: ITALY’S FAMOUS TEATRO ALLA 

SCALA BALLET COMPANY ONLY AT QPAC FOR FIRST EVER AUSTRALIAN 

SEASON 

Arts Minister Leeanne Enoch and Tourism Industry Development Minister Kate Jones today announced Italy’s illustrious 

Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company would come to perform only in Brisbane for the company’s first ever Australian visit in its 

240-year history as part of the 2018 Queensland Performing Art Centre (QPAC) International Series from 7 to 18 November. 

The 2018 event will feature an extensive program celebrating Italian arts and culture on and off the stage. On stage, Teatro 

alla Scala Ballet Company will perform two iconic stage classics, Don Quixote and Giselle, with music performed live by 

Queensland Symphony Orchestra. 

Since its inception in 2009, the QPAC International Series has been supported by the Queensland Government with funding 

from Tourism and Events Queensland. Ms Enoch said Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company was one of the oldest and most 

renowned ballet companies in the world.  

“Teatro alla Scala has a long history of working with the world’s best dancers, choreographers and creatives and to have 75 

dancers from the company come to perform only in Queensland for its first ever Australian season is a massive coup,” Ms 

Enoch said.   

“Regional Queensland will also have an opportunity to see Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company.” 

“Communities from Mount Isa to Maryborough will be able to witness Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company’s Don Quixote on 
Saturday 10 November through the Live from The Lyric Queensland simulcast,” Ms Enoch said. 
 
Alongside Teatro alla Scala’s great Principal Dancers Nicoletta Manni and Claudio Coviello, superstar guest artists to appear 
at the QPAC International Series include David Hallberg Principal Dancer at American Ballet Theatre, Leonid Sarafanov 
Principal Dancer at Mikhailovsky Theatre and Maria Eichwald Principal Dancer at Stuttgarter Ballet and international guest 
for some of the world’s most prestigious companies*.  
  
The cast mix will enchant audiences as Nicoletta Manni partners with David Hallberg and Maria Eichwald with pairs with 
Claudio Coviello in Giselle, and Leonid Sarafanov partners with Nicoletta Manni in Don Quixote. 
Minister for Tourism Industry Development Kate Jones said Teatro alla Scala would be a strong drawcard for the 2018 QPAC 
International Series.  

“Attracting this level of international talent exclusively to Queensland 

cements our State’s reputation as a vibrant cultural destination,” Minister 

Jones said. 

“Since 2009 the QPAC International Series has welcomed the world’s finest 

performance companies and with approximately a third of audiences travelling from outside of Brisbane, this event has 

contributed over $20 million to the Queensland economy.”  

“In an exciting first audience can see both Teatro alla Scala’s performances, Don Quixote and Giselle in one bumper ballet 

weekend from 16 to 18 November.”  

“This event has become a highlight on the It’s Live! in Queensland major events calendar and this year audiences will again 

enjoy a spectacular season of ballet,” she said. 

General Manager of Teatro alla Scala Maria Di Freda said the realization of the company’s tour to Australia at QPAC in 
Brisbane was a cause of enormous pride and satisfaction. 
  
“It is our first ever presence in a theatre in Oceania and since Teatro alla Scala’s very first tour in 1878 to Paris, our activity 

abroad represents a real passion that has led us to stage opera, ballet and concert performances in 39 countries, comprising 

152 projects and 841 curtain openings,” Ms Di Freda said. 

 

“The first contact with QPAC took place in 2012 with QPAC Chief Executive John Kotzas. Today, finally, the work done over 

the last few years bears its fruit and we are ready for this new challenge. For our part, as we always do, we will make every 

effort to win over the public of Australia, a nation linked to Italy by very strong ties!"  

Comm. The Hon. Santo Santoro  

President of ICCI (Qld) 



 

Rudolf Nureyev’s Don Quixote (7 to 11 and 17 November) is one of the true signature pieces of Teatro alla Scala Ballet 

Company and will showcase sparkling choreography and virtuoso performances. Based on episodes of Cervantes’ classic 

novel and set to Ludwig Minkus’ magical score, audiences will be transported to a bright and enchanting Spain replete with 

gypsy dances, fandangos, matadors and windmills. 

A tale of unrequited love, betrayal and redemption, Giselle (14 to 16 and 18 November) is the quintessential classical ballet, 

which continues to thrill audiences with its tragic story of an innocent peasant girl who dies of a broken heart upon learning 

her beloved is engaged to someone else. Adolphe Adam’s score brings this otherworldly tale to vivid life.  

 

Beyond its performances on stage, Teatro alla Scala’s reach will be amplified by a program of events and activities including 

conversations, masterclasses, community participation projects, exhibitions, access to dress rehearsals for students and more 

under the banner of La Scala Plus. The program will also explore historical and contemporary Italian culture, impact and 

influence across multiple disciplines including fashion, design, food and film. 

QPAC Chief Executive John Kotzas said witnessing Teatro alla Scala Ballet Company in Brisbane was something worth 

travelling for.  

“This is a rare opportunity for audiences to see ballet of an exceptional quality with the company’s own stars and stars of 

tomorrow, sharing the stage with big name, international guest artists,” Mr Kotzas said. 

“The history and success of previous QPAC International Series’ has enabled QPAC to attract interest from some of the most 

significant performing arts companies to appear exclusively in Brisbane.” 

Since its inaugural presentation in 2009, the QPAC International Series has welcomed some of the world’s finest performing 

arts companies – including Paris Opera Ballet, Bolshoi Ballet, American Ballet Theatre and The Royal Ballet – with many of 

them making their Australian debuts.  

 

Tickets are on sale to the general public from 9am, Thursday 15 March 2018 via qpac.com.au/lascala or 136 246. To access 

the presale, sign up at qpac.com.au/waitlists/international-series-waitlist  

The 2018 QPAC International Series is supported by the Queensland Government through Tourism and Events Queensland 

and Principal Partner Minter Ellison. 

*casting is subject to change without notice. 

  

QPAC Presents Teatro alla Scala: 
 
Don Quixote   
7 to 11 and 17 November 
 

Giselle   

14 to 16 and 18 November 

WHERE:           Lyric Theatre, QPAC, Cultural Centre, South Bank 
 
TICKETS:         Refer to qpac.com.au for current pricing 
 
BOOKINGS:      qpac.com.au or 136 246 

  

 

For further information, images or interviews please contact:  

Angela Slater, Director – Communications & Marketing, QPAC 

Phone (07) 3840 7939 or 0412 252 311  

Email: angela.slater@qpac.com.au 

 

 

Connect with QPAC on 

 

                                            

     

http://qpac.com.au/lascala
http://qpac.com.au/waitlists/international-series-waitlist
http://qpac.com.au/
http://qpac.com.au/
mailto:angela.slater@qpac.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/atQPAC
https://twitter.com/QPAC
http://instagram.com/atqpac
http://www.youtube.com/user/qpactv
https://qpac.com.au/marketing/press-media-centre/


 

 

 

 

 

Cav. Filippo D’Arro, Comm. The Hon. Santo Santoro 
President of ICCI (Qld), Dott. Ludovico Carlo Camussi, The 
Hon. Grace Grace MP and Mr. Francesco Saibene 
representing major sponsor Ghella SpA.  

 

Cav John Kotzas presenting at the Special Celebratory 
Lunch. 

 

Comm. The Hon. Santo Santoro President of the ICCI (Qld), 

Dott. Ludovico Carlo Camussi, Mr. Francesco Saibene and 

the Chief Executive of QPAC Cav. John Kotzas. 

 

Comm. The Hon. Santo Santoro President of the ICCI 

(Qld), Mr. Francesco Saibene, Dott. Ludovico Carlo 

Camussi and the Chief Executive of QPAC Cav. John 

Kotzas.  

Announcement of the 2018 visit of Teatro alla Scala to 
Australia in November made on the 18th of March 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The International Specialised Skills Institute (ISS Institute), an Australian organisation that provides 

Fellowships across an array of areas. 

The ISS institute has received investment from the Australian Italian Foundation to offer three (3) 

Fellowship to Australian residents able to trace their Italian ancestry within three generations on at least 

one side of the family. For the purpose of this Fellowship, three generations mean up to the level of 

Grandparent/s. The Fellowship are for $10,000 each. 

The ‘2018 Italian Australian Foundation International Fellowship’ provides an opportunity for individuals 

of Italian descent to acquire higher-level skills and drive leading practice and innovation in Australia. It 

is intended that the Fellowship will demonstrate potential benefits for, and application in Australia. 

Proposed Fellowships can focus on any area worthy of international investigations and exploration and 

can be conducted in any part of the world. 

Further information is available at www.issinstitute.org.au/fellowships/fellowships-available and 

applications close on the 13th of April. 

 

 

 

http://www.issinstitute.org.au/fellowships/fellowships-available


 

 

 

 

Publicity from The Hon Grace Grace MP 
Business Networking Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media coverage of ICCI (Qld) Aperitivo Italiano  
at Bucci Restaurant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article has been published on the Sunday Mail, April the 8th 2018. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing ICCI (Qld)’s New Interns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORENZO BERTOLINI 

Lorenzo Bertolini comes from Parma and is currently completing a Master of Science in 

International Management, Legislation and Society at Universita’ Cattolica del Sacro Cuore.  

His previous studies include a diploma in human sciences and a bachelor’s degree in economics, 

obtained at Universita’ Degli Studi di Parma specialising in marketing, one of his major strength. 

He is keen to challenge himself in every situation, both as an individual and as a team player.  

Lorenzo values team work and he believes that finding the right synergy between members of a 

team is the key to achieving good outcomes that would be unobtainable if working alone. 

 

ELISA PEZZATO 

Elisa Pezzato comes from Venice. She holds a Master’s Degree in Interpreting and Editorial, 

Specialized Translation obtained at the Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, curriculum Chinese. Her 

previous studies include a Bachelor’s Degree in Linguistic and Cultural Mediation and an academic 

semester at the East China Normal University in Shanghai.  

Her work experience includes working in a foreign trade office as a full-time sales office assistant, 

where she had the chance to improve her stress resistance and problem solving skills. Working at 

ICCI Qld is a great opportunity to increase her work experience and broaden her mental horizons, 

as well as being part of a small collaborative workplace team. 

 As a student of language, Elisa has always been interested in developing a better understanding 

of other cultures and ways of thinking by immersing herself in new multicultural environments and 

melting pots. 

 

ICCI acknowledges its Major Sponsors and Supporters. ICCI (Qld) relies very heavily on its major sponsors and supporters and we wish to acknowledge 

the following and thank them for their tremendous, long term and loyal assistance. 


