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Dear Members, Friends and Supporters of ICCI (Qld), 

  

Welcome to the new format of the ICCI (Qld) newsletter.  We are trialling this new 

format because we believe it will make for a more readable and enjoyable newsletter 

experience.  Your constructive feedback would be appreciated and will help us make 

further improvements to the format of our newsletters and other communications to 

you. 

Can I draw to your attention the details of our next business networking function – the 

Aperitivo Italiano at Bucci’s Restaurant on Monday 26th March.  Bucci is one of the very 

genuine and well renowned Italian restaurants of Brisbane and I am sure that all 

attendees will enjoy a unique Italian experience. 

The Business Networking Lunch at Gambaro Restaurant and Function Centre on 

Wednesday at which The Hon Grace Grace MP, Minister for Education and Minister for 

Industrial Relations was the special guest proved to be yet another very happy and 

interesting ICCI (Qld) event. 

Grace regaled a very well supported lunch with many personal insights as to how she 

became committed to public service, politics, and the pursuit of her dreams.  She spoke 

of the very heavy influences that her Italian background and upbringing had on her rise 

to the top of Queensland politics and how she goes about her work on a daily basis. 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find copies of media coverage of recent ICCI (Qld) 

networking functions. 

We look forward to your attendance and involvement at future ICCI (Qld) functions and 

other events. 

With kind regards, 

Commendatore the Hon Santo Santoro  

President ICCI (Qld) 
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ICCI QLD MEMBERS DISCOUNTS 

 
 

 

 

 

COMPANY DISCOUNT TYPE 

AZZURRA BATHROOM FURNITURE 15% 

GERBINO 10% 

VICCA CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS First 45 minutes FREE CONSULTING 

 
 

OTHER MEMBERS DISCOUNTS ARE CURRENTLY BEING NEGOTIATED AND WILL BE OUTLINED ON OUR  

REVAMPED WEBSITE IN THE NEAR FUTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Monday 26th March 2018 

9.00 AM 

Multi – Purpose Room.                                        

102, Main Street Kangaroo Point 4169 

ICCI QLD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The ICCI Qld is pleased to announce the 2018 Annual General Meeting 
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ICCI (Qld) UPCOMING EVENTS 

APERITIVO ITALIANO AT BUCCI RESTAURANT 
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2018 LORD MAYOR’S MULTICULTURAL BUSINESS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM                                                 

AND MENTORING SCHEME 

 

 

The Lord Mayor’s Multicultural Business Scholarship and Mentoring Scheme are now open. 

The scholarship program and mentoring scheme will provide an excellent opportunity for aspiring business 
owners to enhance their commercial and entrepreneurial skills and expand their business in Brisbane.  

The courses on offer this year are below. In total, there are 30 scholarships and at least 20 mentoring 
placements on offer:   

 

Certificate IV in Small Business with TAFE Queensland  

Certificate IV in New Small Business with TAFE Queensland  

Certificate IV in Business with Site Institute  

Diploma of Leadership and Management with Site Institute  

Master of Information Technology or Master of Business Administration (Health Services 
Management) with Federation University Australia 

Diploma of Beauty Therapy with the Brisbane School of Hairdressing and Beauty  

Non-certificate Multicultural Round Table Mentoring. 

 

Applications for the Lord Mayor’s Multicultural Business Scholarship Program and Mentoring Scheme are open 
until 5pm, 30 April 2018. 
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 Members Non – Members A4 Format 

FULL PAGE AD $ 400 $ 600 

 

HALF PAGE AD $ 250 $ 400 

 

QUARTER PAGE AD $ 180 $ 250 

 
 

 

2018 CELEBRATING MULTICULTURAL QUEENSLAND GRANTS PROGRAM  

Funding round for multicultural projects now open 

 
The Celebrating Multicultural Queensland grants program promotes Queensland’s multicultural identity, the 
benefits of multiculturalism, and equitable access to opportunities by people from diverse cultural backgrounds. 
 
The 2018 grants round for multicultural projects is approaching the closing date, with all funding applications to 
be submitted by FRIDAY, 9 MARCH 2018.  
 
Applications are encouraged from not-for-profit incorporated organisations including community groups and 
organisations, community associations, including service clubs and sporting groups, and local councils.  

Partnerships between organisations to deliver projects are strongly encouraged.  
 
One-off funding of up to $25,000 is available for projects, to be delivered in 2018-19, that align with one or more 
of the following funding priorities:  

• welcome migrants and refugees into local communities to increase a sense of belonging 

• increase opportunities for intercultural connections within local communities 

• include migrants and refugees in community associations, service clubs and sporting groups 

• support regional communities to build capacity to meet the needs of diverse communities 

• support the participation of people with a disability from refugee or migrant backgrounds. 

For more information about this grants round, please visit the website to view the 2018 Funding Information Paper 
for Multicultural Projects, as well as to access the online application form.   
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For further details 

about advertising in 

our newsletter, please 

contact the Chamber 

on (07) 3392 2499 or 

by email at 

 info@icci.com.au 

 

Friends and supporters of ICCI (Qld) are most 
welcome to advertise in ICCI (Qld)’s 
newsletter. Please find below ICCI (Qld) 
Advertising Rates (ex. GST): 

 

ADVERTISING IN ICCI (Qld) NEWSLETTER 



 
 
                                                     
 

 
  
 

                 
 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAMBORGHINI BRISBANE – MAJOR SPONSOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

INTRODUCING ICCI (Qld) MAJOR SPONSORS & CORPORATE MEMBERS 

VICCA CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS – CORPORATE MEMBER 
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MAJOR ITALIAN TRADE FAIRS AND CONVENTIONS  

ICCI (Qld) can assist its members and friends to organise their attendance at the above and other 
conventions and fairs, including the organisation of a specifically tailored program of meetings and 
introductions. 

 

The Subfornitura in Parma is part of the fair MECSPE 

and an international trade fair for industrial parts 

and components. The fair is one of the most 

dynamic industry trade shows in the region and far 

beyond. Exhibitors show the latest trends and 

technologies in the field of industrial machinery. 

They will be present products and solutions in the 

fields of automation systems, control systems, test 

and measurement systems, manufacturing 

software, industrial robots and much more. The 

trade fair is one of the most important meeting 

places for the industry and is a popular platform for 

the exchange of views and information on the latest 

technological developments in the market and 

establishing business contacts. 

 

 

 
On the Civil Protect in Bolzano new technologies are 

at the center and all industrial and research have to 

offer in the field of civil protection. Visitors can find 

at the show a wide range of products and services 

of the civil protection sector. In addition to the 

exhibition is an international congress and also 

there is an extensive program and a number of 

demonstrations in the open. 

With 50 years of experience, Cosmoprof Worldwide 

Bologna is the world’s leading trade fair dedicated to 

all the sectors of the cosmetics industry. The fair is all 

about trends, with highly influential trend forecasters 

playing a vital role. Cosmoprof has always been a 

byword for innovation and excellence and offers a 

range of exciting opportunities and suggestions for 

the entire beauty supply chain. Organised by the 

BolognaFiere Group in partnership with Cosmetica 

Italia, the fair takes place in over 90,000sqm space 

with efficient links between the exhibition areas and 

the zones dedicated to business, events and 

conventions. 

INDUSTRY 

Name Subfornitura 

When 22 – 24 March 

Where Parma 

SECURITY 

Name Civil Protect 

When 23 March – 25 March 

Where Bolzano 

COSMETICS 

Name Cosmoprof Worldwide 

Bologna 

When 15 - 19 March 

Where Bologna 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
#ItalianVillages 

Dozza (Emilia Romagna region)  

The Medieval Village of Dozza, one of the 100 “Borghi più belli d’Italia” is located 

south of Bologna, 6 km far from Imola, and is situated on the crest of a gentle hill 

dominating the Sellustra river valley.                          

In Dozza, art becomes urban landscape, through the decoration of houses’ walls, 

streets and squares which fills the corners of the village with light and bright 

colours. It’s a real open-air museum, where you can admire more than one 

hundred works by several contemporary prestigious artists. Inside the fortress, in 

the Centro Studi e Documentazione del Muro Dipinto, frescos and sketches of the 

painted walls are displayed.                                                                                                                                                                       

The best period to visit Dozza is from May to September, when you can combine 

the visit to the village and the participation to events such as the “Wine Festival” 

or the “Nuova Biennale del Muro Dipinto” (Biennial Exhibition of the Painted 

Wall). Its historical centre, with a singular spindle shape, has saved the original 

medieval structure and the imposing fortress, the Rocca Sforzesca, situated on the 

top of the village, harmonizes perfectly with the rest of the buildings.                        

The Fortress, reconstructed during the 15th century by order of Caterina Sforza 

on the remains of ancient Bolognese fortresses, has been transformed, at the end 

of the 16th century, into the elegant Palazzo Malvezzi Campeggi. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNESCO World Heritage List 

Palace of Caserta (Campania region) 

In 1750 Charles of Bourbon decided to build the Reggia, or palace, intending it to 

be the ideal centre of the new Kingdom of Naples. The design of the impressive 

construction was entrusted to the architect Luigi Vanvitelli: building started in 

1752, but in 1773, on the death of Vanvitelli, the works had still not been finished. 

In the following century other architects brought this majestic royal residence to 

completion.                                

The building has a rectangular plan with large inner courtyards, extends over an 

area of approximately 47,000 m2 and rises five storeys high. The magnificent 

palace has three entrances one for carriages and the other two for pedestrians 

and boasts 1200 rooms, 34 staircases and 1742 windows. 
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http://www.italia.it/en/travel-ideas/gastronomy/the-prosecco-route.html
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ICCI (Qld) hosts the Hon Steve Ciobo MP,  

Australia’s Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment 

 

The Italian Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Queensland hosted another very successful business networking 

lunch at which the special guest was the Hon Steven Ciobo MP, Australia’s Minister for Trade, Tourism and 

Investment. 

The lunch was attended by over 100 members and friends of ICCI (Qld) and was again hosted at the iconic Gambaro 

Restaurant and Function Centre with much good fellowship and networking opportunities enjoyed by all who were 

there. 

Prior to the commencement of formalities, the Minister mixed and mingled with lunch guests who were able to 

enjoy very direct discussion with him – an opportunity appreciated by Steve Ciobo. 

During another magnificent lunch beautifully prepared by Gambaro’s Masterchef and his crew, the President 

undertook a conversation with the Minister who regaled attendees with insights into the richness of his upbringing 

in the Italian communities in the sugar-growing region of North Queensland and the impact that this experience 

and upbringing had on him in his formative years. 

The Minister spoke with great appreciation of the influence that his parents and his Italian experience and 

upbringing had on the shaping of his social and political beliefs and throughout the question and answer session, 

he displayed great pride in his Italian heritage and upbringing. 

The Minster commented that it would be impossible for someone in his position to do his job effectively, if it was 

not for the loving support and understanding of his wife and children.   

He expressed great appreciation for the support of the greater Italian community in Queensland and throughout 

Australia.   

The Minister very specifically addressed a number of portfolio issues and in particular the challenges – and the 

satisfaction – of concluding free trade agreements and the encouragement of tourism, trade and investment into 

Australia. 

The Minister outlined how the Federal Government is currently pursuing an ambitious trade agenda with 

negotiations ongoing with a number of our important trading partners.  

Australia has seen the benefits of the historic trifecta of agreements with China, Korea and Japan, as well as the 

amended Singapore agreement, which will continue to provide Australian businesses with even greater 

opportunities in international markets.  

Australia has either under negotiation or shortly will have under negotiation, free trade agreements with Indonesia, 

Hong Kong, the Pacific Alliance countries of Mexico, Columbia, Chile and Peru, India, the European Union, the UK, 

as well as regional agreements like the TPP-11 and the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership that 

represents 16 countries.  
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Recently Australia concluded PAFTA, which will open a new market in Latin America to Australian farmers, and help 

Australia build on the $590 million trade relationship shared with Peru.  

The Minister also spoke about Australia’s tourism sector which continues to go from strength to strength with over 

8 million international visitors contributing over $40 billion to the Australian economy. During the past four years 

spending by international visitors has increased by 46 per cent as the Coalition has delivered record funding to 

Tourism Australia. 

Finally, the Minister spoke about the trade relationship between Italy and Australia. The Minister recognised Italy 

as the world’s eighth largest economy, and Australia’s third largest EU trading partner, behind the UK and Germany. 

The two-way goods and services trade was valued at $8.8 billion in 2016, representing nine per cent of Australia’s 

total two-way trade with the EU (valued at $98.1 billion in 2016).  

Australia’s services trade in both directions between Italy and Australia comprises primarily personal travel, 

reflecting the broad trend in Australia’s services trade with the EU. Merchandise trade between our two countries 

is focused on Australian exports of wool, coal, wheat and beef, with Italian imports to Australia including aircraft, 

medicaments, motor vehicles and heating and cooling equipment. Australia has a growing investment relationship, 

with several major Australian companies including Cochlear, Lendlease and Macquarie operating in Italy. Italian 

companies with business interests in Australia include Luxottica, Enel, and Ferraro. Our two countries share strong 

people-to-people links – there are 200,000 Australians who were born in Italy, and around one million Australians 

who trace their roots to Italy. There are more Italians studying in Australia than from any other European country. 

The Minister mentioned his long-standing association with the President of ICCI (Qld), Commendatore the Hon 

Santo Santoro, and commented on the contribution that Mr Santoro had made to not only the Italian community 

but also body politic of Queensland and Australia. 

At the conclusion of the lunch, the usual raffle and lucky prize draws were conducted and many of the guests left 

the function as very happy winners. 

 

 

 

Comm. the Hon. Santo Santoro, President of ICCI (Qld), the 
Hon. Steven Ciobo MP, Dott. Ludovico Camussi, Salvatore 
Gerbino and Mr. Victor De Pasquale 

 

The Official Table 
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Italian Marina Restaurant 

Awarded Ospitalità Italiana Recognition 

 

The world renowned Italian Marina Restaurant in Noosa was recently awarded the Ospitalità Italiana recognition 

and plaque during a very well attended cocktail party and dinner. 

The President of ICCI (Qld), Commendatore the Hon Santo Santoro and ICCI (Qld) board member, Cavaliere 

Filippo D’Arro travelled specifically to Noosa to make the presentation and the award directly to masterchef and 

owner of the Italian Marina Restaurant, Michelangelo Cecconi and his hard-working staff. 

The function was also attended by Cr Brian Stockwell of Noosa Council, a great friend and supporter of 

Michelangelo Cecconi and the Italian Marina Restaurant. 

The Ospitalità Italiana award was given to Michelangelo and his restaurant, in recognition of the consistently 

good – and indeed, magnificent – fine Italian food and wine they serve to the hundreds of local and interstate 

clients who very regularly visit the restaurant. 

Michelangelo and his restaurant have etched out a position of eminence and appreciation within the restaurant 

and culinary circuit of the Sunshine Coast and Noosa and are often recognised by their professional piers and 

professional associations for the consistent excellence of their food and wine offerings. 

Commendatore the Hon Santo Santoro, the President of ICCI (Qld), expressed pride in the fact that the restaurant 

had been a long-standing member of the Chamber and said that it had been an honour for the Chamber to assess 

and nominate the restaurant for the prestigious Ospitalità Italiana recognition. He commended the restaurant 

for serving genuine Italian food and wines, made up of genuine “Made in Italy” ingredients. 

President Santoro also highlighted the fact that the function and the award again demonstrated the Chamber’s 

increasing involvement in areas outside of Brisbane. 

The President reassured Michelangelo and all others in attendance that the Chamber will always try to support 

good Italian businesses and enterprises – not just in Brisbane but throughout South-East Queensland and 

increasingly, throughout Queensland. 

After the official presentation, all guests in attendance enjoyed a magnificent specially prepared dinner by 

Michelangelo and his hard-working staff. 

 

 

 

 

 The Italian Marina Restaurant crew 

 

 Award of the Ospitalità Italiana Plaque 14 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Celebrating the week of La Mia Cucina Italiana in Australia 

 

The Italian Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Queensland, in strong collaboration with the Italian Consul 

for Queensland and the Northern Territory and the Noosa Waterfront Restaurant, recently celebrated the week 

of La Mia Cucina Italiana. 

The dinner, organised in one of Queensland and Australia’s most renowned Italian restaurants which is headed 

up by Masterchef Andrea Ravezzani, was part of over 1,000 dinners organised world-wide to celebrate a very 

special week of Italian culinary excellence. 

Over 70 people crowded into the Noosa Waterfront Restaurant and were treated to a magnificent 6-course 

meal, prepared to perfection by Masterchef Ravezzani, who boasts a very strong friendship and professional 

association with one of the world’s great Masterchefs, Carlo Cracco.  Carlo is one of only two Italian chefs to 

have been awarded 3 Michelin Stars. 

Andrea’s fine food offering was greatly complemented by a selection of magnificent wines, jointly chosen by 

Andrea and Cavaliere Filippo D’Arro, the Principal and Owner of Italiquore, one of Australia’s renowned 

importers of fine Italian wines. 

Cavaliere Filippo D’Arro is a member of the board of ICCI (Qld) and his contribution to the enjoyment of Italian 

food and wine by people of all origins in Queensland and throughout Australia is a valuable one and much 

recognised and appreciated. 

During the evening, dinner guests were addressed by the Italian Consul, Dott. Ludovico Carlo Camussi who spoke 

of the institutional backing for a worldwide initiative promoted by the Italian Government. 

Dott. Camussi stressed that the major reason behind the initiative was to bring to even greater attention, the 

excellence and culinary integrity of Italian food and wine offerings. 

The President of ICCI (Qld), Commendatore the Hon Santo Santoro, made a number of interventions during the 

dinner, all of which focussed on the support of the Italian Chamber of Commerce and Industry for Italian 

businesses such as the Noosa Waterfront Restaurant and Bar. 

President Santoro stressed that promoting “Made in Italy” and genuine Italian products, including food and wine 

products was a priority for the Chamber, as it was a priority for the Italian Government and other government 

authorities, including the Italian Embassy in Canberra and the Italian Consulate for Queensland and the Northern 

Territory. 

Commendatore Santoro praised Andrea Ravezzani and his hard working staff for bringing great enjoyment and 

participation to the connoisseurs of good Italian food and wine – not just within the Sunshine Coast and Noosa 

areas of Queensland – but for the many other guests who come to his restaurant from all over Australia. 
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Cavaliere Filippo D’Arro spoke very authoritatively and intelligently in relation to the wines that were enjoyed by 

dinner guests.  His grasp of the essential characteristics of the wines on offer was much appreciated by all dinner 

guests, all of whom also appreciated Cavaliere D’Arro going from table to table and answering in great detail 

questions that were put to him about the wines on offer. 

At the end of the evening, Commendatore Santoro asked all staff members of the Noosa Waterfront Restaurant to 

join Andrea Ravezzani, the Consul and Cavaliere Filippo D’Arro to receive a vote of thanks which was accompanied 

by loud, sincere and appreciative applause. 

Commendatore Santoro informed all in attendance that the dinner was the first of many future dinners and lunches 

at which the excellence of Italian cuisine and wine would be celebrated at the Noosa Waterfront Restaurant. 

 

 

Cav. Filippo D’Arro, Consul Ludovico Camussi, Comm. The 
Hon Santo Santoro and Chef Andrea Ravezzani 

 

The Official Table with Chef Andrea Ravezzani 
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  *If you don’t want to receive 

our Newsletter anymore, 

please send us an email to 

info@icci.com.au with subject: 

“Unsubscribe Newsletter” 

Contact Details 
 

Office Address: 

102 Main Street, Kangaroo Point 4169 QLD 

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 2216, Fortitude Valley 4006 QLD 

Phone: + 61 07 3392 2499 

Email: info@icci.com.au 

events@icci.com.au 

Web: www.icci.com 

 

ICCI acknowledges its Major Sponsors and Supporters. ICCI (Qld) relies very heavily on its major sponsors and supporters and we wish to acknowledge 

the following and thank them for their tremendous, long term and loyal assistance. 

For your diary: 

ICCI (Qld) Aperitivo Italiano at Bucci 

Monday, 26th March 2018 

PLEASANT MEMORIES FROM A MEMORABLE 
ICCI (Qld) Business Networking Lunch with the Hon. Grace Grace MP, Queensland 

Minister for Education and Minister for Industrial Relations 

 

Comm. The Hon. Santo Santoro, 
President of ICCI (Qld), Mr. Phillip Di 
Bella, the Hon. Grace Grace MP, Greg 
Willims and Kelvin Dodt. 

 

The Hon. Grace Grace MP and 
Comm. The Hon. Santo Santoro, 
President of ICCI (Qld)  

 

Riccardo Betti, Paul Betti, the Hon. 
Grace Grace MP and Johnny Bueti. 
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